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MINUTES 

 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

August 10, 2021 

 

A meeting of the North Adams City Council was held at 7:30 p.m. in Council chambers. 

 

COUNCILORS PRESENT:  Councilors Blackmer, Bona, Harpin, Lamb (remotely), 

Oleskiewicz, Sapienza, Wilkinson; Councilors absent: LaForest, Sweeney. A quorum was 

present. 

   

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the President called for approval of the minutes for the 

July 27, 2021 meeting. On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor 

Sapienza, the minutes were approved. Councilor Harpin abstained. 

 

The President called for the hearing of visitors. 

 

Robert Smith, 163 North Street, spoke regarding paper #11,991. Mr. Smith raised questions 

regarding proper signage for Summer Street as a one-way street, and asked Council to make sure 

such signage was in place. 

 

Jarret Ludlow, 136 Luce Road, Williamstown, spoke regarding paper #6,150-1. He requested 

clarification for language as it pertains to the numbers of individuals on the committee, and how 

many would be required to have airport/aviation experience. He was also seeking clarification on 

the long term planning with regard to the purchase of multiple adjoining properties. 

 

 

 

6,150-1 An ordinance to amend the Airport Commission Ordinance, Chapter 2, 

  Article Section 2-108. 



 

On the motion of Councilor Wilkinson, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it was VOTED to 

approve the ordinance. A brief discussion followed in order to clarify questions raised by Mr. 

Ludlow during the hearing of visitors. The vote passed unanimously. 

 

 

11,862-1 An ordinance amending the Revised Ordinances of the City of North Adams 

  Chapter 2 Administration, Article XXXIII North Adams Youth Commission, 

  Section 2-167 Establishment; Composition; Qualifications; Compensation.  

 

On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Harpin, it was VOTED to 

approve the ordinance. Councilor Harpin noted that she was pleased to see this item completed 

for the benefit of local youth. The vote passed unanimously.  

 

 

11,958-1 An ordinance amending Section 12 of Chapter Z of the Revised Ordinances 

  of the City of North Adams. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Wilkinson, seconded by Councilor Bona, it was VOTED to approve 

the ordinance.  Significant discussion ensued regarding the interpretation provided by the 

solicitor and whether or not the opinion supported passing the ordinance. Zach Feury of the 

Community Development office addressed the interpretation, stating that GL40A does not limit 

the power to revoke a special permit, but does require a prescribed circumstance and procedure 

to do so. He noted that passage could invite litigation in some circumstances, but that the 

initiation of the litigation would be the onus of the permit holder and not the City. Director of 

Inspection Services provided further clarification that enacting this ordinance would only be 

done as a last resort, after exhausting other avenues to ensure compliance. Councilor Bona noted 

that the Council also has the ability to remove the ordinance if it proves itself ineffective. The 

ordinance passed with 6 yays and 1 nay, allowing the 2/3 vote necessary. Councilors Blackmer, 

Bona, Lamb, Oleskiewicz, Sapienza, and Wilkinson vote yay; Councilor Harpin voted nay. 

 

11,974  Communication from President LaForest seeking assistance extending city sewer 

service on Woodlawn Avenue through the Betterment provisions of MGL 

Chapter80, federal American Recovery Plan Act Funds. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Bona, seconded by Councilor Harpin, it was VOTED to file the 

communication. Councilor Bona stated that the Public Services report has been given, and that 

the City has consented to the project, pending scheduling. 

 

11,987      An ordinance amending the Revised Ordinances of the City of North Adams, 

  Chapter 2-30 Compensation of Employees Generally, Article III Classification 

  and Pay Plans, section B.   

 

On the motion of Councilor Bona, seconded by Councilor Oleskiewicz, it was VOTED to 

approve the ordinance. The vote passed unanimously. 

 



 

11,988  An order calling the Local Preliminary Election for September 21, 2021. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Wilkinson, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it was VOTED to pass 

the order. The vote passed unanimously. 

 

11,989 Mayor’s communication #47 seeking confirmation of the list of election wardens 

and inspectors for the term of September 1, 2021 through August 31, 2022. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Harpin, seconded by Councilor Oleskiewicz, it was VOTED to 

confirm the list of election workers. The vote passed unanimously. 

 

11,990  Mayor’s communication #48 recommending Mary Beth Kennedy for appointment 

 to the Board of Registrars of Voters for a term to expire April 1, 2023. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Sapienza, seconded by Councilor Oleskiewicz, it was VOTED to 

confirm the appointment. The appointment passed unanimously. 

 

11,991 Communication from Councilor Sapienza regarding safety concerns due to 

 traffic driving the wrong way on Summer Street, which is a one-way street. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Sapienza, seconded by Councilor Oleskiewicz, it was VOTED to 

refer to the Traffic and Public Safety Committees.  Councilor Sapienza stated that he had done a 

second walk around to observe the signage; one sign, obscured by trees, had been turned to face 

another direction. The Mayor stated that he would ask Public Works to trim the vegetation and 

ensure signage was appropriately in place and visible. Given that, Councilor Sapienza withdrew 

his motion. 

 

The President called for Open Forum. As there was no one wishing to speak, the President called 

for Mayor’s concerns. 

 

The Mayor stated that all the fire hydrants that had been ordered have been delivered. Installation 

is expected to begin on Monday, August 16, 2021. 

 

The Mayor also noted the high temperatures expected through the end of the week; the library 

and Spitzer Center are open and available as cooling shelters. He asked people to look out for 

each other and to check in with elderly neighbors.  He noted Mass.gov and weather.gov as 

reference sites for more information on the heat. The Mayor encouraged everyone to continue to 

wear masks. 

 

The Mayor invited everyone to attend the Northern Berkshire SPIRIT Forum on August 11-12, 

2021. The Forum will be held at MASS MoCA from 4-8 pm on both days, and is a facilitated 

conversation on race and equality. 

 



The Mayor noted the successful Cruise In and thanked all involved in the planning and 

participation. He reminded everyone that the North Adams Downtown Celebration would be 

held Wednesday, August 18. 

 

Finally, the Mayor thanked everyone for the outpouring of support, caring, and concern 

expressed on the passing of his father.  

 

The President called for Committee Reports. Seeing none, the President called for Liaison and 

Councilor Concerns. Councilor Bona asked the Mayor for clarification on the fire hydrant 

installation schedule and if the hydrants will be flush tested upon installation. The Mayor 

responded that he would gather that information. 

 

With regard to the temperatures, Councilor Blackmer reminded everyone to be  mindful of their 

pets; the pavement is too hot for paws, and animals should not be left outdoors.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:23 pm on the motion of Councilor Harpin, seconded by 

Councilor Sapienza. 

 

  

 

A True Record 

Attest,    s/Cathleen M. King 

             City Clerk 
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